THE
VOICE
g OF

ELSA

Newsietler of the European League of Stuttering Associations

Numper 3

Decemper 1880

Editorial

the right, a
thocertification of

Eurcpesn Leagua of

i3 shown - or,

armscict/Germany, In this fesve
N "

he newslecftsr we regort ¢n th

sravids 3 summary ¥ the

Anvhow -
always be Tot

hazrd Jngida

ERTCRA L A

e G .

fo— | P Fbmudken

-4
voar T e

nao u‘:\.,_:,uym
il O
nsn Gloflen Gama

4 t 9
o

JEIN

'(L"l:‘)nlk'lle.’

i
i S5

5813

Ly L ju Aosrs




A Good Start for Europe

Report from the ELSA Inaugural Meeting

3y Edwin Farr and Konrad Achafars

Sarmstact/Germany, 21 - zirg
September ?990: Rain clouds crifteq
acrcss the dark Autumn sky for most
of this weekend. Howaver, Darmstads,
geograghically the heart of Eurcpe
was an ideal vwenue for what was about
iz take place. The rain aid not dam-
pen the enthusiasm of delegatas from
'3 stuttering 2eif-heip associationa
frem 12 countries who came together
to gerfurm the foundation of ELSA,
the European League of Stutterinag
Associationrs.

The weekend was tne culmination af
Tiaison, inTtiatives and dideas put
forwara n the srevious two Zuropean
Newslatiaers and stemmirg from ‘hae
1987 1st  Eurspean Confcrence fo-
Stutterirg Self-Help Groups in St
Andreasberg, and the 1289 2nd Intar-
national Conference at Coloane. ~he
delegates resresenting their respec-
tive national aseociationa worked to-
gether =c produce a set of "Werking
Principies’ which ~ere signed by all
resresantatives, ELSA teing official-
ly formed on 23rd September 1990.

ELSA 1s essenttaily a Top Umbrella
Organisation consisting of the Euro-
pean Naticnal drganisaticns persueing
mainly two cbjectives, as stated in
tha Working 3rinciples;

1) Providing an exchange of concepts
and exper-ences of stuttering self-
nels, and theraptes;

2) Contriduting to the representation
of the interesta of people whu stut-
ter to Zuropean and International
tedies  and  cnstitutions  including
International Assaciatians of thara-
p1sts.

What’s In A Name?

Much attention was given to the
discussion abwut the name of the Top
Organisaticn. This certainly was not
only for aesthetical reasons -
although tha result in this respect
is net at all bad. The rame guestion
ance wwre Lriggered 3 discussion 2n
the principal cnaracter of the araa-
nisat-cn: +as it to be a Federation,
a Uninn, a Sccisty, an Assaciation?
Concerns had teen expressed ‘haz a
Eurcuean organisation might interfere
with the business cof zhe naticnal
groups or restrict their rignts =
ACT on an  internaticnal level. The
term 'league’ was considered to o8
Lhe most apprepriate one, strassing
the independence 3f the member
asscciations. It {s 10t fntended that
ELSA  will replace the exisling
National Organisaticns but woula
further their ccoperaticn by carrying
out tasks they pass over voluntarily

Another cbjcction raises was Lhe
danger of becoming cver-organised.
This 1s one of the reascns why the
organisational structure was xept as
simpie as possibie: E15A will consist
of 2 Board comprising two dulegates
from each country. It is anticipated
that doard meetings will be theld
avery year to progress the objectives
of the League. Thrze Officials were
votad Jnto office at his inaugural
meeting and they will adminiszer the
work ot ELSA. The COfficials are:
Edwin Farr (Gt. Britain): nadd 3jorn
Ure (Norway): Korrad Schdfers !darma-
nyl. The Garman Bundesveraintgung
have cffered the use of their Cologre



offige as the base for the next two
years.

Noney Money Money. ..

How 15 ELSA going to be financed?
A small donation has been made by
each of the member asscciatiors and
this money wil) provide for postage,
staticnery and general administra-
tion costs, This will definitely net
se suffictent to enable affective
work on the international scene to te
carried out. Donations are welcomed
from everybocy, and one of the
major tasks of the Coard i3 to
igvestigate “unding passibilities.
Thanks are due to the Commissior of
the Zuropean Communities who with a
grant of ECU 2.000 contributed to the
suciess ol the meeting.

Plans and actions

The orcanisaticnal quest-on was
nol Lhe wady itewm un the agenda, and
wayte not even the most importart
one. Everybedy agreed that forming a
Furnpran Tnp Organisatian is not a
goal in itself out just the most
promising  sLrateyy wh!ist fpersuing
the aims cf European cooperation.
Accordingly the discussion of plans
and artisns taok un a ‘ot af time
during the weekend. Various sugges-—
tions and ideas ‘iad

annua’'y in Spring and Auntumn, each
issue being devoted to a special
tapic. Ihe next 1ssue (5pring 1991}
will cortafr reports cof the National
Associations’ current situation and
their development curing 1990,

- Dne ot the prominent tTasks ELSA
could nave is to serve as a refarence
ooint providing information c¢n all
aspeets of stuttering self-help (and,
later on  maybe, of  stuttering
therapy)] for nternal  ang external
therapy) far <nternal and external
users, As a first step towards tais
goal o data bank and a library col-
lection of ralevant Titerature is tz
te set up at Cologne. All national
qroups are invited to send sample
copies of <heir materials {news=
letteras, brocaurcs, leaflets, books
etc.), or, i7 it is not pessible to
send the criginals, detailad tiblic-
qraphic informat-on including a ces-
¢ription of the contents. Short
abstracza in ZInglizh would be oax-
tremely helpful,

- Due ta “inancial reascns a genera!
Eurspean meeting in the near future
is highly unlikely. What ELSA can do
is to organise seminars on special
topics for one or two delegates per
member orsanisation {the sc-called
‘multipliers'). The first seminar s

been expressed by the
Nationa! Assoctations,
iz Firally Yad tn a
couple af  concrete
proiects td be tackied
in the near future:

=
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letter will remain of
N8 uTMOST  ‘mocrrance
as the major 'ink bet-
ween  the Eurgpean
greups. It iz olanned
to be aublrsned sem:-
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fossuciation Belge des Bégues ot Exbégues
Association des Begues de France
fosociation for Stameere=rs (GB)

Association francaises des Bégues

Asscx jazive Hazionale "La Lingua Amara’ (1)
Bundesversinigung Stotterer-Selbsthilfe e.v. (0}
Firskd 3tamsares Térening of

foreningen for Stamsere i Danmark
Nederlamise Stuller vereniging 'Descsthenes’
Horsk Interesseorganisasjon for Stasme
Ssberreichiscle Jelbsthilfe fur Stottern
Polski Iwiarek Jakajacych sie.

Syerigey StamoligsfOreningars Riksforbund




going to be neld at Sirastourg in
Spring 1991, combined with an ELSA
Board meoting

- Another impartant task will be to
maintain existing contacts and make
further contacts with internationa’
erganisationa. The wark with the &G
Oialogue Group will be continued, and
recently ELSA entered into relations
with  the International Fluency
Association which is cevoted to the
interdiaciplinary research on stuc-
tering. (More on the IFA in the next
news letter, )

Still Mere To Do

A number af details concerring
these projects still need ta ba
specified, nevertheless all repre-
sentatives were ¥ary content wiih Libw
results %o date. The warking atmos-
ohere was nothing less tnan tremen-
dous - no deubt, ELSA 15 a waleeme

child!
D

ELSA - How to Work Fluently

by Odd Bjorn Ure

IL Lok some Lime to agree on the
workirg principles that will guide
zha wark which will be carried out by
Fna o Faraaeasn Stuttering
Asscciations, The next step is to
conLinue the setting up of a working
plan, This will probably de the bur-
n‘ng ‘ssue at the forthcoming meeting
nf TLS4, scheduled for May 1991.

League of

Howavar, the inaugural meeting In
Carmstadt touched upon some  tasks
that «e have ta cope w~ith until tha
rext maating, Soma of these tacke
«111 provaniy also te found in tne

warking 2lan  wnich shoula
rasult from the meeting in May,

be ore

Banefit From European Work

our  plan %o make a Icint
announcement of ELSA by January 1,
1991 il'ustrates hnow the pational
associations can interact wizh their
coordinating sedy at  the  Eyropean
level. when each nationai assoc:ation
approaches the press before January
1, why rot use this opportunity ts
jer zome PR around gnesc’'f) What do
Z_5A mean ‘ar us? Some thoughts along



this Tine w377 urovide a valuaple ELSA officials. Please Took for some
input when making tne working plan. national funds. that are nat only
devcted to national citizens! (For
Agart fram areating more awarenees axamole, in Norway therw are some
and ungerstana'ng of speech impe- ourses that can be used for all
dimenls, the gissemination of infor- delegates attending the Neraic
mation s, i.a., also a way to conferences. )
recruit memters to different thera-
peutical anc secial activitiea., 1In Ard In a longer perspective: Can
aadition, there are organisaticns of ELSA have access to funds that could
therapists what we have the be used as “seed-money" for streng-
oppartunity o ccoperate with., Haw thaning and even starting new acti
shall tnts te core, now shall we vities for stutterers outside the
ensura that the ‘aterests of stut— present circle of =Zi5A members?
terers are taken care of among
professionals who, of zsurse, have tc Eastern Europe: A New Challenge

put forward their own interests?
But first ELSA snculd be allowec

Econcmic Difficulties to oreath a pit. When doing this, we
will notice, aven stronger, the wincs
When plurging down to  this from Eastern Europe, Luckily, Poland
interesting world, <& will face srme is already with us, CDuring the short
eccnemic diFficulties. This brings me pertod of consilidaticn we must te
to arother cnallenge -n (unl of us: aware of the fact that ELSA 1s a
Hew to  finarce an  active, un- framework which can e shaped mainly
bureaucratic  European cocrdinating by the ideas, proposais and axpamples
tedy? Till 70w, cne majar sniree has receivad from the 12 sfgnatories. An
teen ident:fiea: The <Commission of extension of this framework without
“he Curspssn Ccmmunities. The search having founded it sufficiently could
kas to go on, out rot oniy by the endanger the wnole thing.
P:S.s The ELSA officials have to prepare a working plan that «ili Le

Sut  forwarg to the May meer ing. e will ask each national association
to  gend a letter tu £LSA #7th proposed activities from May 1991 end
one  year ahead,

When doing this, pilease bear in mind that we have a [imited budget!
The letter should he raceived by ELSA before Mareh 1, 1981, 0,3,

The Vaice of FLSA 13 punlishea twica s #ear by Ethe European Leayus 0f  3TUCTering Aseociations
{ELSM), /o Y Stottersr-Selusthi)fe, Kasparstr.d, 0-3000 Kiin 1. Editora: Eawin Farr (UK), Kencad
Ichdfers (D). DA Rjorn Ure (N). £ditSr fal  wudrwss: RonFad 3cnifers, Landsbarger 3tr.49, D-3300
“he ¢iews Axpressed in tnis newsletter are not necessarily those of the Exitors, Al rights

reRNrved eucept  fur ILULLEBrING Y4 I7-keiD Organisations “¥ho way reprocuce this puslication in any
fora.  Kéln/Garsany, Oacescer 1990,

Jorn 1,
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ELSA Addresses

Secreteriats ELSA
¢/o BY Stotterer-Seidsthilfe
Kasparstr. 4
D-5000 Kdln 1
Tel. 221-730 731
offlcials: =owin J. Farr Konrad Schafers
31 Grosvenor Road Landsberger Str, 49
Jesmona 0-53U0 donn 1
Newcast le-U-Tyne Tel. 228-£83865
Tel. 91-281 8003

Cdd Bjorn Ure
Vibesgt, 14/1
N-03%6 0slo 3
Tel.2-603196




